Chapter 2 – How Do You Define Citizenship?

Canada has 3 founding peoples – the Aboriginal, the British and the French.  The population has been increased through immigration.  This chapter discusses how these people have affecting the shaping of Canada
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES

The Aboriginal peoples were the first inhabitants of Canada.  Governments were established by the original inhabitants throughout Canada. Aboriginal peoples of Canada include First Nations, Inuit and Métis people of Canada.  First Nations refers to the original inhabitants of the Americas.  It does not include the Inuit or Métis. 
Today the Aboriginal rights are protected from the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Areas of control in such areas as health, education, housing etc.

Aboriginal rights have been abused throughout the history of Canada.  They have been excluded from any decision making and after 1867 were moved onto reserves so immigrant could claim farming lands.
The Indian Act of 1867 banned cultural practices and areas such as moving freely among reserves.  In 1927 also disallowed the right to form political organizations.

Residential schools were also formed to try to assimilate (absorb) a generation of aboriginal children into the Canadian culture.  Children were not to speak own language, were taken aware from their parents/family for 10 months of the year, therefore lost any support for their culture. The plan was for the Aboriginal culture to disappear after 2 generations.
(Show video here – on line www.emp.ca/ccw)

Many abuses, neglect, child labour, disease was prevalent throughout many of the schools.  The federal government agree to compensate the victim to a tune of 1.9 billion.  This includes cash settlements for survivors and establishment of an education fund.  The compensation is being handed out now.
Even though it was illegal Aboriginal people have organized politically.  Leaders were speaking out against the assimilation policies and were resisting some of the government policies.  This has lead to the Assembly of First Nations which includes 600 bands from across Canada. In Manitoba a push has been set for the reorganization and self-determination for Manitoba’s 62 bands.  There is an organization in Northern Manitoba that unites 53000 citizens from 30 northern bands working towards self government of Northern Manitoba.
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EUROPEAN FOUNDERS – BRITISH AND FRENCH
FRENCH 

First settlement in Canada was in 1534 – Jacques Cartier in the St. Lawrence River area. Other settlement following in NB, NS.
In 1759 New France (French) were defeated by Britain in the Battle of the Plains of Abraham ( Quebec City).  The British granted the French certain rights to maintain their loyalty to Britain especially in the areas of language, religion and legal rights. Note page 33 other areas were language was extended to.

Canada adopted bilingual policies in  1963.  At this time there were several groups in Quebec working to separate from Canada.  

Two different approaches:

1. FLQ (Front de Liberation du Quebec – use of terrorism to meet goals

2. Parti Quebecois (PQ) – use of legal democratic methods.
Official Language Act – 1969 – Canada had officially 2 languages and made the federal public service and judicial system bilingual.  New Brunswick became Canada’s only officially bilingual province.
Charter of Rights and Freedoms protects the educational rights of official language minorities.
Manitoba

When Manitoba joined Canada in 1870 50% of the population was francophone.  Most of the people living near Winnipeg were francophone Métis.

Louis Riel wanted francophone rights be recognized.  

· Wanted rights of speaking both English and French

·  Two systems of education – Protestant and Catholic.

· Métis land rights

These rights were not withheld.  20 years after the Manitoba Act 1870 due to large immigration of Ontario immigrants reducing the French presents to 10%.  This led to the above rights not being upheld.    Today most of the rights have come back either through the Federal government or provincial (education of francophones).  Manitoba is still not officially bilingual. 
Bill 101 and Quebec Language Rights
Rene Levesque and the Parti Quebecois came to power in 1976.  Bill 101 was passed making French the only official language of Quebec.  English could not be used on any outdoor signs.  Children with one English speaking parent can be taught in English.  All immigrant must be educated in French.  This is protecting a minority language in a English dominated country.
ENGLISH
United Empire Loyalist first large scale British wave of immigrants to Canada).  These were people that reject the American Revolution (1775-1783) and remained loyal to Britain. (over 40,000).

Canada’s Parliament, street and place names, holidays, monarchy (on our money) are directly from the English influence.  Any names that contain Royal are British influence.  Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Royal Canadian Mint.

SCOTTISH CANADIANS 

Thousand of Scots (From Scotland) left the hardship and unemployment of Canada and immigrated here. (see page 37 for list of important people.)
In Manitoba in 1812 Thomas Douglas, Earl of Selkirk brought some of the earliest Scottish Settlers to MB. (Winnipeg and Selkirk areas).  Many street names in these two cities contain Scottish names.

IRISH CANADIANS
1840 there was a massive potatoes crop failure in Ireland. Hundreds of thousands of Irish people immigrated to Canada.  Most settled in Ontario and Quebec after surviving the coffin ships (ships they came over in).

CANADIAN IMMIGRATION
50% of population growth
1 in 6 people in Canada is a visible minority.

HISTORY OF IMMIGRATION – page 39
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