What does it mean to be a Canadian and what identifies a Canadian.

You are required to write a 250 report on the topic above.  What are some good points and bad points about being a Canadian?  Use information from the word splash and list of quotes discussed in class. and some ideas from the list below.  Be sure the report covers a variety of topics and concepts that relate to being Canadian.  Your report should give someone who is not Canadian, a good idea of what it is like. 

The report can be handwritten or typed – neat (double space in proper report format learned last semester in Computer 11G).  You will be marked on creativity, how it is related to the topic given, grammar, spelling and complete sentences, organization.  As stated in classroom responsibilities,  marks will be deducted on any assignment passed in after the due date (20% per day).  No assignment will be accepted after 2 days. 

Understandings about symbols include: 

· People adopt symbols that may have historic, geographic, cultural, or economic significance. 

· Symbols may reflect the country's historical experiences and current identity. 

· Symbols may include animals, birds, trees, or other things from the natural environment; historical events and heroes; inventions or predominant technologies; and traditional holidays or festivals. 

· Symbols include Aboriginal art (soapstone carvings of Inuit peoples, totem poles of west coast Indian nations). 

· Symbols are generally carefully chosen. 

· Symbols can change over time. 

· Various symbols have come to represent Canada, for example flag, maple leaf, beaver, RCMP, coat of arms, stamps, currency, themes in art, music, and museum collections. 
SOME IDEAS OF BEING CANADIAN

What you might consider when completing the assignment

· Being Canadian is being willing to go and get to know each other in the different regions of this vast and beautiful country. Travel and appreciate the rest of the country.
· Learning about our heritage from one coast to another and learn about the diverse cultures within our Canadian culture.
· Explore and define how we see ourselves and how others see us: in the context of country, community, ethnocultural group, individual. Example: Canada is seen as a humanitarian, multicultural country that is willing to learn and accept many different people. How do Canadians see the country as a whole?
· How I see myself (individual) may be different from how people see me. Explore. Use the charts here to help.
· How does one community see another? Pick different communities. Examine what the media portrayal is. From what point of view is it written? How does the portrayal affect the self-image of the group, individual or community? 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE CANADIAN?
It means feeling like a youngster in an old world. 
It means living in a multicultural society, with a strong twist of French and English. 

It means coming from another country, but feeling right at home here. 

It means paddling a canoe, not because you can't afford a bigger boat, but because you prefer it. 

It means living with lots of space. Lots of trees, rocks, lakes, and a highway or two.

 It means wondering how American you are. 

It means feeling like nobody notices you, but not really caring. 

It means being proud of what you've done, however small and unnoticed. 

It means thinking that a house built in 1850 is an historical structure.

 It means wondering what it means to be Canadian

 © Jeremy Whitlock 
2000
This was a popular commercial a few years back that is poking a little fun at American ignorance of Canada.

Hey, I'm not a lumberjack, or a fur trader....
I don't live in an igloo or eat blubber, or own a dogsled....
and I don't know Jimmy, Sally or Suzy from Canada,
although I'm certain they're really really nice.

I have a Prime Minister, not a president.
I speak English and French, not American.
And I pronounce it 'about', not 'a boot'.

I can proudly sew my country's flag on my backpack.
I believe in peace keeping, not policing,
diversity, not assimilation,
and that the beaver is a truly proud and noble animal.
A toque is a hat, a chesterfield is a couch,
and it is pronounced 'zed' not 'zee', 'zed' !!!!

Canada is the second largest landmass!
The first nation of hockey!
and the best part of North America

My name is Joe!!
And I am Canadian!!!

(Taken from a Molsen Canadian popular television commercial)

Canadian identity refers to the set of characteristics and symbols that a majority of Canadians regard as expressing their unique place and role in the world.

Primary influences on the "Canadian identity" are the existence of many well-established First Nations and the arrival, beginning in the 15th Century, of French and British settlers. The relations between French Canadians and English-speaking Canadians have played a major role in Canadian history. Then, as a relatively small population spread out over an immense and varied landmass, other European and Asian nationalities, and later, other cultures began to shape the Canadian identity.

Another major influence has been Canada's location next to the United States and, in its relations with its powerful neighbour, a tendency towards accommodation and evolution.

Canada’s location on Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, its settlement patterns, regional differences, geography and climatic variations have given Canada a diverse makeup.  Moreover, it is a bilingual and multicultural nation. These factors tend to make any discussion of the "Canadian identity", as a unified subject, a difficult task.

Canadians have devoted a great deal of attention to proclaiming that they are not-Americans, both in their own cultural products and when they travel outside the region and are frequently mistaken as coming from the United States. Many Canadians consciously avoid the term "American" to describe themselves. 
