CANADA IN A COMPTEMPORY WORLD

SOCIAL STUDIES 10G – 2007
Text:  Canada in the Contemporary World (Anderson, Ruypers, Myers) 2007
Students will focus on the opportunities and challenges at the core of Canada’s contemporary plurality (present day Canada).  You will begin with an overview of Canada today, including the demographics, geography, and political organization.  Students will examine the evolving stories of interaction among the people of Canada, and the influence of the land on the development of Canada.  They explore the historical and contemporary complexities of citizenship and identity, considering the challenges and opportunities that emerge when groups with differing identities and perspectives interact with one another.  Contemporary Canadian questions and issues are examined within the global context.  Students are given opportunities to explore how they may become involved in Canadian issues.  Through this inquiry, they are enabled to become informed decision makers actively involved in their local, national, and global communities.
Important student values and attitudes that are developed in Grade 9 include a commitment to democratic values, a willingness to take appropriate and ethical social action, and an appreciation of cultural diversity.  Focus skills include critical thinking, informed decision making, consensus building, and skills related to negotiation in the exercise of active and responsible citizenship.
Unit Summary and Topics:

Unit 1: Diversity and Pluralism in Canada (September/October)
Students examine elements of physical and human geography that affect the political, social, and cultural makeup of Canada. This study includes a focus on demography, human rights, citizenship, conflict resolution, cultural pluralism and diversity, the influence of the media, and the contributions of people in the creation of a pluralistic society.  Students examine the roles of various levels of government, government policies, the media, and cultural diversity as they affect the quality of life of Canadians.
Topics: 
· Profile of Canada

· Human Rights

· Living Together in Canada

· Pluralism and Integration

· Expressing Who We Are in Canada

Unit 2:  Democracy and Governance in Canada (October/November)
Students examine the connections among people, government, and law. This study includes a focus on concepts related to the parliamentary process, participation in the electoral process, the justice system, the responsibilities and rights of citizens, and the influence of democratic ideals in the evolution of contemporary Canadian society. 

Unit 2 …..Continued

Topics:

· Law, Order and Good Government

· Representing Canadians

· Building a Just Society

· Citizen Participation

· Democratic Ideals

Unit 3:  Canada in Global Context (December)
Students examine the dynamic relationship between having a national identity and being a global citizen in the industrialized world. This study includes a focus on evaluating the role of media in shaping individual or national perspectives relating to global issues, identifying nations and events where Canadian participation is expected for aid and

military conflict resolution, assessing Canada’s role in global peacekeeping initiatives, and the implications of being a consumer in a globally connected, industrialized society
Topics:

· Living in a Global Village

· Canada’s Global Responsibility

· Living in an Industrialized Consumer Society

Unit 4:  Opportunities and Challenges (January)
Students explore the demographic factors that have shaped Canada’s style of cultural diversity and citizenship from past to present and into the future. This study includes a focus on the effects of social and technological change, societal changes due to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, citizenship issues from the past and present,

reactions to social injustice, emerging relationships pertaining to Aboriginal Peoples, and all Canadians’ level of commitment to environmental stewardship and sustainability.
Topics:

· A Changing Nation

· Social Justice in Canada

· Citizenship in Present Day Canada

The times spent per unit might change as the course progresses.
Assessment:

Assignments and Homework
30%

Current Events Activities (Monthly News)
10%

Tests and Quizzes
20%

Mid-Term Exam
20%

Final Exam
20%
CLASSROOM AND COURSE RESPONSIBILITY

Come to class prepared to work.  Bring textbook or any necessary information that is needed to complete your assignments.

Assignments make up 30% of your mark and will have a major impact on your mark.  You are responsible for handing in all assignments on time.  Marks will be deducted on all late assignments.  Assignments will not be accepted after 2 days and a mark of 0 will be given.  If you do have a legitimate reason for assignment being late you must approach the teacher before due date with reason. Leaving at home etc.,  is not an acceptable   reason!!!!

Disruption of class will not be tolerated.  Students not following this rule will be asked to leave.  If the problem continues contacting of parents will occur.  When discussions are happening 1 person at a time will talk.  

Students who finish the course with a term mark of 80% or higher, including the Midterm might/may be exempted from writing a final exam.  All projects and term work must to be completed or an exemption will not be given. 

Bring an excuse from parent or medical excuse if you are absent on the day of a test or quiz in order to have an opportunity to write the test the first day back to school. You will write the first day back to school, so be prepared. 

Remember if all assignments are completed and a good effort is given in class students should have no problems passing the course.  When in the Social Studies class use your time wisely.
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