Grade 4 - English Language Arts: Keypal Biography
Overview

Students explore the concept of biography and identify the key components common to biographies. Students apply knowledge of the biography to write their keypal’s biography and present it to them by email.
Activate
Using an Anticipation Guide to activate prior knowledge and generate interest, students view a variety of biographies on selected websites and/or entries in encyclopaedia CD-ROMs. Students complete the Anticipation Guide, list three things they learned and one question they have.  

Black Line Masters:
Anticipation Guide
Suggestions for Assessment:
Self-Assessment: Students list three things they have learned and one question they have after viewing the website or CD-ROM.
Work Sample: Look for gaps and misconceptions in students' lists and completed Anticipation Guide.         

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts
2.1.1    Prior Knowledge - make and record connections between personal experiences, prior knowledge, and a variety of texts 
2.2.1    Experience Various Texts - experience texts from a variety of forms and genres [such as personal narratives, plays, adventure stories, mysteries...] and cultural traditions; share responses

3.1.2    Ask Questions - ask general and specific questions on topics using predetermined categories 
ICT Continuum

P-1.1 
Plan and Question - follows given plans

P-1.2 
Plan and Question - recalls and/or records prior knowledge and asks topic-related questions

 (if students identify some of the sources themselves and provide bibliographic data)

Acquire
Students discuss the concept of "biography". Using concept-mapping software students generate a graphic organizer, which they use to brainstorm, note and organize (G-2.3) the characteristics of a biography. Students read a short biography or biographical sketch and record specific characteristics (personality traits, accomplishments, events, etc…) in the organizer using a different coloured font. 

Suggestions for Assessment:
Work sample: Assess students' concept maps for misconceptions about personality traits.         

Outcomes and Descriptors: 
2.1.2    Comprehension Strategies - confirm or reject inferences, predictions, or conclusions based on textual information; check and confirm understanding by rereading 
3.2.5    Make Sense of Information - determine main and supporting ideas using prior knowledge, predictions, connections, inferences, and visual and auditory cues 
3.3.2    Record Information - make notes of key words, phrases, and images by subtopics; cite authors and titles of sources alphabetically 
ICT Continuum

P-2.1 
Plan and Question - modifies given electronic plans
G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

Students generate and compose biographical questions, which they email to keypals based on criteria established by the class. Using their list of questions, students analyze whether answers received are sufficient and whether they need to email for clarification or more information (G-2.4). Review safety guidelines with students for when they use email (E-2.2).

Teacher Tip:

Consider setting up keypals with a neighbourhood school.

Read Grade3 ELA: Composing Friendly Email Letters for suggestions about setting up an email exchange.

Links:

· KeyPals Club

http://www.teaching.com/keypals/
· Intercultural Email Classroom Connections (IECC)
http://www.iecc.org 

Suggestions for Assessment:
Work Sample: Review emails before sending, ensuring that students have asked questions appropriate for a biography and that they apply safety guidelines. (E-2.2)  

Outcomes and Descriptors: 
3.1.2    Ask Questions - ask general and specific questions on topics using predetermined categories 
3.1.3   Contribute to Group Inquiry - identify relevant personal knowledge of a topic and possible categories of questions and purposes for group inquiry or research

4.1.1   Generate Ideas - focus a topic for oral, written, and visual texts using a variety of strategies [such as jotting point-form notes, mind mapping, developing story frames...]

ICT Continuum

P-1.2 
Plan and Question - recalls and/or records prior knowledge and asks topic-related questions

P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

G-1.4 
Gather and Make Sense - collects primary data using electronic devices
Pr-1.1
Produce and Show Understanding - participates in establishing criteria for student-created electronic products 
E-2.1 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies school division’s ICT acceptable use policy 

E-2.2
Ethics and Responsibility - applies safety guidelines when using electronic communication tools 

Apply
Using a word processor, students compose biographies of their keypal, using information obtained from keypals. 

Suggestions for Assessment:
Peer-Assessment: Before sending, students exchange their email messages with a classroom partner for revising and editing. They use the Five-Step Revising and Editing Checklist.

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts

2.3.5  Create Original Texts - create original texts [such as murals, scripts for short plays, descriptive stories, charts, poems…] to communicate and demonstrate understanding of forms and techniques

3.1.3  Contribute to Group Inquiry - identify relevant personal knowledge of a topic and possible categories of questions and purposes for group inquiry or research

4.2.4  Enhance Artistry - choose descriptive language and sentence patterns to clarify and enhance ideas 

4.3.1  Grammar and Usage - edit for complete sentences and appropriate use of statements, questions, and exclamations

4.3.2  Spelling - know and apply spelling conventions using a variety of strategies [including phonics, structural analysis, syllabication, and visual memory] and resources [such as dictionaries, spell-check functions, classroom resources...] and spelling patterns when editing and proofreading

4.3.3  Punctuation and Capitalization - know and use conventions of basic capitalization and punctuation [including commas in series and quotation marks] when editing and proofreading

ICT Continuum

Pr-1.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - composes text, records sound, sketches images and/or makes graphs
Pr-2.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - selects the ICT application and/or device best suited to create a product  

Students email draft biographies to their keypals to request feedback and revisions (Co-2.2).  Students enhance the written biographies (Pr-2.2), adding sketched-and-scanned drawings or those created using painting or drawing tools and share them with their keypals.

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts

4.2.2    Revise Content - revise to create an interesting impression and check for sequence of ideas 
4.2.4    Enhance Artistry - choose descriptive language and sentence patterns to clarify and enhance ideas

ICT Continuum

Pr-2.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - revises electronic products to improve organization and clarity, enhance content and artistry, and meet audience needs according to criteria, feedback, and personal preferences 
C-2.1 
Communicate - discusses information, ideas, and/or electronic products using electronic communication tools
Co-2.2 
Collaboration - collaborates with others over distance using ICT toolsCo-3.1 leads a group in the process of collaborative learning  

