Grade 6 - Social Studies:  An Emerging Nation 1914 - 1945

Overview

Students explore Canadian history from 1914 to 1945 by reading accounts and researching a number of significant events including the Winnipeg Strike, the Depression, the causes and events in Canada’s involvement in the two World Wars. Students explore the social, political and economic changes that occurred such as women’s suffrage, urbanization and technological development. Students gather or create images, develop timelines and maps as part of their research. Students compile an interactive multi-dimensional timeline on topics of choice, share them with the class and insert them into a class electronic multi-dimensional timeline. 

Activate

Students view a film or web site (G-1.1), which provides an overview of important social, political and economic events in the history of Canada from 1914 to 1945. After a class discussion to clarify and answer questions (P-2.2), students complete an Exit slip listing at least three topics they would like to research giving reasons for their choices. Reasons for choices are shared with the class.

Teacher Tips: 

Topics should be chosen from the Social Studies Curriculum. They include: The Winnipeg General Strike, The Great Depression, the causes and events in Canada’s involvement in World War 1 and World War 2 in terms of the social, political and economic changes that resulted during this time period. Women’s Suffrage, urbanization and technological development should be considered within each topic.
Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

6-S-400 Listen to others to understand their perspectives.

English Language Arts

1.1.2  Consider Others’ Ideas - select from others’ ideas and observations to develop thinking and understanding

3.1.2  Ask Questions - formulate relevant questions to focus information needs for an inquiry

ICT Continuum

P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

G-1.1 
Gather and Make Sense - finds and collects information (text, images, audio, video) from given media sources 

Working with a partner students search selected web sites (G-1.1) to obtain further information and images on the three topics they would like to research. Students record notes, images and sources (G-1.2) in electronic journals and decide on the topic they will research in depth.

Teacher Tips: 

The Jigsaw strategy is recommended for this learning experience so that students become experts about one topic and teach it to members of their Home group. Thus, all students will learn about each of the topics. Within the groups, students work with a partner for support and to extend what each student is likely to learn alone. Make sure that there are at lease two Expert groups researching the same topic so that they can compare their information and come to a consensus about the information and issues they will share with their Home groups.

Links

· Immigrant Voices

http://www.canadianhistory.ca/iv/1914-1945/war_years/index.html
· Canada’s Digital Collections: Aboriginal Cultures and Traditions

http://collections.ic.gc.ca/E/SL_FirstPeoples.asp
· Canadian Geographic. Canadian Atlas Online

http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/atlas/
· Statistics Canada: Learning Resources

http://www.statcan.ca/english/kits/geography/art.htm#top
Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

6-S-200 Select information from a variety of oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources.

Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, historical fiction...

6-S-305 Observe and analyze material and visual evidence for research.

Examples: artifacts, photographs, works of art...

English Language Arts

1.2.4  Extend Understanding - appraise ideas for clarity and ask extending questions; select from others’ experiences and ideas to extend ways of knowing the world

3.1.1  Use Personal Knowledge - summarize and focus personal knowledge of a topic to determine information needs

3.1.2  Ask Questions - formulate relevant questions to focus information needs for an inquiry

ICT Continuum

G-1.1 
Gather and Make Sense - finds and collects information (text, images, audio, video) from given media sources 
G-1.2 
Gather and Make Sense - identifies sources of information and provides bibliographic reference data 

Acquire

As a class decide on the categories of information that are to be researched for each topic. With a partner, using print and electronic sources, students make a plan (P-2.1) and research (G-2.1) the topic they have chosen. Students choose an application of their choice (Pr-2.1) to note answers to important questions they have raised (P-2.2), and to compile and organize (G-2.3) information and images.

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

6-S-200 Select information from oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources

Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, Historical fiction...

6-S-201 Organize and record information in a variety of formats and reference sources appropriately.

Examples: maps, charts, outlines, concept maps...

6-S-203 Select and use appropriate tools and technologies to accomplish tasks.

6-S-300 Plan topics, goals, and methods for historical inquiry and research.

6-KH-035 Describe the causes, main events, and results of the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike.

6-KH-037 Describe changing roles for women in Canada from 1914 to 1945.

6-KG-039 Identify major causes and events of the First World War.

6-KG-040 Describe Canada’s involvement in the First World War and identify its impact on Canadian

individuals and communities. Include: internment of ethnocultural groups.

6-KG-041 Identify major causes and events of the Second World War.

6-KE-057 Give examples of the impact of technological development on life in Canada from 1914 to 1945.

Examples: electricity, telecommunication, transportation, medicine, industrialization...

6-VI-006 Value the contributions of various groups to the development of Canada.

Examples: suffragettes, trade unions...

6-VH-013 Appreciate the struggles of past generations in achieving the rights that people in Canada enjoy today.

English Language Arts
3.1.2  Ask Questions - formulate relevant questions to focus information needs for an inquiry

3.1.4  Create and Follow a Plan - create and follow a plan to collect and record information within a pre-established time frame

3.2.2  Identify Sources - answer inquiry and research questions using a variety of information sources [such as bulletin boards, art, music, skilled community people, CD-ROMs, Internet…]

3.2.3  Assess Sources - recognize that information serves different purposes and determine its usefulness for inquiry or research focus using pre-established criteria

3.2.4  Access Information - use a variety of tools [including bibliographies, thesauri, and technology] to access information and ideas; use visual and auditory cues [such as captions, intonation, staging…] to identify relevant information

3.2.5  Make Sense of Information - use organizational patterns of oral, visual, and written texts [including main ideas and supporting details, explanation, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, and sequence] to construct meaning; skim, scan, and read closely to gather information

3.3.1  Organize Information - organize information and ideas using a variety of strategies and techniques [such as comparing and contrasting, classifying and sorting according to subtopics, sequences, order of priority or importance...]

3.3.2  Record Information - make notes on a topic, combining information from more than one source; reference sources appropriately

ICT Continuum

P-2.1 
Plan and Question - modifies given electronic plans
P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

G-1.1 
Gather and Make Sense - finds and collects information (text, images, audio, video) from given media sources 
G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

Pr-2.3 
Produce and Show Understanding - analyzes data/information and concepts to solve problems, reach conclusions, make decisions, and/or propose answers to questions using ICT devices and/or applications

Student pairs meet with their expert groups (Co-2.1) to review and evaluate the electronic research data they have compiled. They determine whether their questions have been answered or more questions need to be raised, whether more information is required (G-2.4). They analyze the information to reach consensus on the accuracy, currency, credibility, validity and reliability (G-2.2). Student pairs do further research to complete their information needs making sure to they have included value issues.
Link

Interactive Timeline

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/ 

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

6-S-201 Organize and record information in a variety of formats and reference sources appropriately.

Examples: maps, charts, outlines, concept maps
6-S-204 Create timelines and other visual organizers to sequence and represent historical figures, relationships, or chronological events.

6-S-307 Compare differing accounts of historical events.

6-S-308 Compare diverse perspectives in a variety of information sources.

6-S-309 Interpret information and ideas in a variety of media.

Examples: art, music, historical fiction, drama, primary sources...

6-VI-006 Value the contributions of various groups to the development of Canada.

Examples: suffragettes, trade unions...

6-VH-013 Appreciate the struggles of past generations in achieving the rights that people in Canada enjoy today.

English Language Arts
3.3.1  Organize Information - organize information and ideas using a variety of strategies and techniques [such as comparing and contrasting, classifying and sorting according to subtopics, sequences, order of priority or importance...]

3.3.4  Develop New Understanding - relate gathered information to prior knowledge to reach conclusions or develop points of view; establish goals for developing further inquiry or research skills

4.1.1  Generate Ideas - focus a topic for oral, written, and visual texts integrating ideas from experiences and a variety of other sources

4.2.5  Enhance Presentation - prepare detailed and organized compositions, presentations, reports, and inquiry or research projects using templates or pre-established organizers

ICT Continuum

G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 
G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

G-2.4 
Gather and Make Sense -analyzes whether information collected is sufficient and/or suitable for purpose and audience

Pr-2.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - selects the ICT application and/or device best suited to create a product 
Pr-2.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - revises electronic products to improve organization and clarity, enhance content and artistry, and meet audience needs according to criteria, feedback, and personal preferences 

As a class decide on the electronic format (Pr-2.1) that Expert groups are to use to present their research to their Home groups, for example, an electronic report explaining the topic and issues related to it, a format for presentation (including a time line, multimedia presentations, or graphic organizers, with hyperlinked web pages). Decide also on criteria (Pr-1.1) for the quizzes Expert groups will develop and administer to their Home groups to check their understanding of the topics. Model these processes with the class before groups work independently.

Teacher Tips: 

These processes may need to be modeled. For example, students may not be familiar with writing reports, which include historical events, the issues related to them and drawing conclusions.  

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

6-S-301 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of solutions to a problem.

6-S-302 Draw conclusions based on research and evidence.

English Language Arts

2.3.1  Forms and Genres - recognize key characteristics of various forms and genres of oral, literary, and media texts [such as novels, biographies, autobiographies, myths, poetry, drawings and prints…]

2.3.2  Techniques and Elements - identify significant elements and techniques in oral, literary, and media texts, and examine how they interact to create effects

3.1.3  Contribute to Group Inquiry - contribute to group knowledge of topics to help identify and focus information needs, sources, and purposes for group inquiry or research

5.2.1  Cooperate with Others - assist group members to maintain focus and complete tasks; identify and solve group process issues

ICT 

Pr-1.1
Produce and Show Understanding - participates in establishing criteria for student-created electronic products 
Pr-2.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - selects the ICT application and/or device best suited to create a product 

Apply

Expert groups prepare, revise, (Pr-2.2) and present their reports on the topic and issues they researched, based on the criteria developed as a class. Expert groups (Co-2.1) develop and administer quizzes on the social studies content to determine what their peers have learned. 

Teacher Tip:
Consider creating an electronic timeline for the class. All groups would hyperlink the report about their subject in the appropriate time period on the timeline, which can be posted on the school’s Web site.

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

6-S-100 Collaborate with others to establish and carry out group goals and responsibilities.

6-S-307 Compare differing accounts of historical events.

6-S-400 Listen to others to understand their perspectives.

6-S-401 Use language that is respectful of human diversity.

6-S-402 Persuasively express differing viewpoints regarding an issue.

6-S-403 Present information and ideas orally, visually, concretely, or electronically.

6-S-404 Elicit and clarify questions and ideas indiscussions.

ELA 

4.1.1  Generate Ideas - focus a topic for oral, written, and visual texts integrating ideas from experiences and a variety of other sources

4.1.2  Choose Forms - select specific forms [such as diaries, narratives, speeches, letters, poetry, mime...] that serve particular audiences and purposes

4.1.3  Organize Ideas - adapt models from listening, reading, and viewing experiences to enhance own oral, written, and visual texts using organizational patterns [such as stanzas, chronological order, paragraphs...]
4.2.5  Enhance Presentation - prepare detailed and organized compositions, presentations, reports, and inquiry or research projects using templates or pre-established organizers

4.4.1  Share Ideas and Information - share information on a topic with class members in a planned and focused group session using a variety of strategies [such as interactive dialogues, demonstrations, dramatizations, audio-visual and artistic representations…]

4.4.3  Attentive Listening and Viewing - demonstrate critical listening and viewing skills and strategies [such as recognizing main idea and details, identifying inference...] and show respect for presenter(s) through appropriate audience behaviours [such as giving non-verbal encouragement, responding to emotional aspects of the presentation...]

ICT Continuum

G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 
G-2.4 
Gather and Make Sense -analyzes whether information collected is sufficient and/or suitable for purpose and audience

Pr-2.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - revises electronic products to improve organization and clarity, enhance content and artistry, and meet audience needs according to criteria, feedback, and personal preferences 
C-1.1 
Communicate -displays and/or discusses electronic products

R-2.1 
Reflect - invites and shares constructive feedback, related to established criteria, to reflect on using ICT to learn

Co-2.1  Collaboration - collaborates with peers to accomplish self-directed learning with ICT
 

Assessment:

Peer Assessment: Student pairs within the Expert group assess each other’s research to determine the accuracy, currency, credibility, validity and reliability of the information. (G-2.2) They analyze whether the information is sufficient and suitable for the purpose and audience. (G-2.4)
Peer Assessment: Students within the Home group assess each others’ quizzes and presentations based on the quality of the information and questions.

Assess students’ reports for the quality of information about the historical events as well as the explanation of the issues and values related to them.  

