Grade 6 English Language Arts: Writing Historical Biographies

Overview

Students write biographies about interesting historical figures or scientists in connection with a content-area subject being studied. Students research to find information and use elements common to biographies to write and share their information using an appropriate presentation tool. 
Activate
Students browse a variety of biographies of historical figures or scientists being discussed in the content-area subject. They ask how and why questions (P-2.2) about biographies in general and the figures. Using refined searching techniques and multiple electronic sources (G-2.1), students make notes (e.g., LAPS or Cornell method), in their electronic journals. 

Teacher Tip:

Students should be able to identify that special character traits of an individual are linked to his/her achievements.

Students browse several biographies to become aware of a figure they would like to research for their own biography.

Black Line Masters:
Do Your Laps
Teacher Links:

· Notetaking Systems

http://www.sas.calpoly.edu/asc/ssl/notetaking.systems.html 

· Cornell Method

http://www.wcupa.edu/_academics/cae.tut/TCornell.htm 

Student Links:
   Biography Maker
   http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/biomak2.htm
   Biographies
   http://www.blupete.com/Literature.htm
   Biography.com
   http://www.biography.com/
   Biographical Dictionary
   http://www.s9.com/biography/

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts

2.1.2    Comprehension Strategies - use comprehension strategies [such as asking questions, making notes, adjusting reading rate...] appropriate to the type of text and purpose [including summarizing, outlining, remembering ideas, and responding personally] 
3.1.2  Ask Questions - formulate relevant questions to focus information needs for an inquiry

3.2.4  Access Information - use a variety of tools [including bibliographies, thesauri, and technology] to access information and ideas; use visual and auditory cues [such as captions, intonation, staging…] to identify relevant information
3.2.5    Make Sense of Information - use organizational patterns of oral, visual, and written texts [including main ideas and supporting details, explanation, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, and sequence] to construct meaning; skim, scan, and read closely to gather information 
ICT Continuum

G-2.1 
Gather and Make Sense - refines information searches using a variety of media sources 
P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

Acquire 

Using class-established criteria, students complete a Compare and Contrast Frame to compare (G-2.2) the types of information gleaned from a biographical video, on related Websites or in an electronic encyclopedia. In their electronic journals students record their conclusions about sources of information. They note which source they feel provides the best information and explain why (R-2.1).

Black Line Masters:
Compare and Contrast Frame
Links:
   Biographies
   http://www.blupete.com/Literature.htm
   Encyclopedia Britannica
   http://www.britannica.com/
   Encarta Online
   http://encarta.msn.com
         

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts

1.2.3    Combine Ideas - search for ways to reorganize ideas and information to extend understanding 
3.3.1    Organize Information - organize information and ideas using a variety of strategies and techniques (such as comparing and contrasting, classifying and sorting according to subtopics, sequences, order of priority or importance...)

3.3.4   Develop New Understanding - relate gathered information to prior knowledge to reach conclusions or develop points of view; establish goals for developing further inquiry or research skills 
ICT Continuum

G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

R-2.1 
Reflect - invites and shares constructive feedback, related to established criteria, to reflect on using ICT to learn

Suggestions for Assessment:
Work sample: Review students Compare and Contrast Frames for the conclusions and explanations students have made.
Using electronic resources, students research biographical information on a chosen biographical subject. Students refine searches and analyze whether information is sufficient and/or suitable for their purposes. Students make notes and keep bibliographic information, electronically (G-1.2), using a word processor or graphic organizer. 

Links:
   Notetaking Systems
   http://www.sas.calpoly.edu/asc/ssl/notetaking.systems.html
   Biographies
   http://www.blupete.com/Literature.htm
   Encyclopedia Britannica
   http://www.britannica.com/
   Encarta Online
   http://encarta.msn.com
   Popular Authors and Illustrators 
   http://teacher.scholastic.com/authorsandbooks/index.htm
Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts 
3.2.2    Identify Sources - answer inquiry and research questions using a variety of information sources [such as bulletin boards, art, music, skilled community people, CD-ROMs, Internet...] 
3.2.3    Assess Sources - recognize that information serves different purposes and determine its usefulness for inquiry or research focus using pre-established criteria 
3.3.1  Organize Information - organize information and ideas using a variety of strategies and techniques [such as comparing and contrasting, classifying and sorting according to subtopics, sequences, order of priority or importance...]

3.3.2  Record Information - make notes on a topic, combining information from more than one source; reference sources appropriately

3.3.3  Evaluate Information - evaluate the appropriateness of information for a particular form, audience, and purpose; identify gaps in information collected and gather additional information

ICT Continuum

G-2.1 
Gather and Make Sense - refines information searches using a variety of media sources 
G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 
G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

G-2.4 
Gather and Make Sense -analyzes whether information collected is sufficient and/or suitable for purpose and audience

Students evaluate their original inquiry questions to assess whether they have been answered (P-3.2). They email experts (G-1.4) about their chosen historical figure to ask further questions and gather additional information. Remind the students to use safety guidelines and show responsibility when emailing (E-2.2, 
E-2.3)

Suggestions for assessment:

Work Sample: Verify that students recorded bibliographical information about their email. (G-1.2)

Links:
   Great Canadian Scientist's Ask an Expert
   http://www.science.ca/askascientist/askascientist.php
   KidsConnect: Ask a Question
   http://www.ala.org/ICONN/AskKC.html
   Ask Dr. Universe
   http://www.wsu.edu/DrUniverse/
Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts

1.1.2    Consider Others' Ideas - select from others' ideas and observations to develop thinking and understanding
3.2.2    Identify Sources - answer inquiry and research questions using a variety of information sources [such as bulletin boards, art, music, skilled community people, CD-ROMs, Internet...] 
3.3.2    Record Information - make notes on a topic, combining information from more than one source; reference sources appropriately 
3.3.3   Evaluate Information - evaluate the appropriateness of information for a particular form, audience, and purpose; identify gaps in information collected and gather additional information

3.3.4   Develop New Understanding - relate gathered information to prior knowledge to reach conclusions or develop points of view; establish goals for developing further inquiry or research skills

ICT Continuum

P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

P-3.2 
Plan and Question - evaluates original inquiry questions and synthesizes questions for future inquiry

G-1.2 
Gather and Make Sense - identifies sources of information and provides bibliographic reference data 
G-1.4 
Gather and Make Sense - collects primary data using electronic devices
E-2.2
Ethics and Responsibility - applies safety guidelines when using electronic communication tools 
E-2.3 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies guidelines for ethical and responsible use of ICT 
 

Apply 

Students select an appropriate electronic application to communicate the information they found about their figure (Pr-2.1). They write the biography, add sound, graphics, video clips or animation (Pr-2.2) where appropriate to bring to life the unique character traits or achievements of this person. 

Teacher Tip:
Students should select an appropriate tool to share their information such as Multimedia presentation, web page, brochure created electronically, concept map. They need to explain the reason for their choice. (Pr-2.1, R- 2.1)

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts 
2.3.5    Create Original Texts - create original texts [such as letters, short stories, media broadcasts, plays, poems, video presentations, readers' theatre...] to communicate and demonstrate understanding of forms and techniques 
4.1.3    Organize Ideas - adapt models from listening, reading, and viewing experiences to enhance own oral, written, and visual texts using organizational patterns [such as stanzas, chronological order, paragraphs...] 
4.2.1  Appraise Own and Others’ Work - share own stories and creations at appropriate times during revision and use criteria to provide feedback for others and to revise and assess own work and presentations

4.2.2    Revise Content - revise to eliminate unnecessary information 
4.2.4    Enhance Artistry - choose language, sounds, and images [including transitional devices] to enhance meaning and emphasis 
ICT Continuum

Pr-2.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - selects the ICT application and/or device best suited to create a product 
Pr-2.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - revises electronic products to improve organization and clarity, enhance content and artistry, and meet audience needs according to criteria, feedback, and personal preferences 
C-2.1 
Communicate - discusses information, ideas, and/or electronic products using electronic communication tools
R-2.1 
Reflect - invites and shares constructive feedback, related to established criteria, to reflect on using ICT to learn

Suggestions for assessment:
Self-Assessment: Students reflect in their journal on the process they followed and the use of ICT to create a final product (R-2.1).

