Grade 7 -  English Language Arts: Internet Literacy: Website Evaluation
Overview

Using class-developed criteria, students evaluate websites. Students develop a multimedia slide show showcasing the best and the worst elements of website design. Students discuss ethical considerations and responsibilities of Internet use.

Activate
In Think-Pair-Share and Think-Pair-Square groupings, students share searching techniques they commonly use to research information (P-1.2), in electronic and print resources (Internet, CDs, encyclopedia, Library OPACs, books). Students list techniques and categorize them using concept mapping software. They highlight the techniques that are most efficient for them. They post concept maps in the classroom.

Teacher Tips: 

Direct students to think of techniques that work similarly for many kinds of media.

Remind students of acceptable use policy for the Internet (E-2.1).

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts
1.1.2    Consider Others' Ideas - compare own and others' insights and viewpoints 
3.3.1    Organize Information - organize information and ideas by selecting or developing categories appropriate to a particular topic and purpose 
5.1.1    Compare Responses - demonstrate growing self-confidence when expressing and sharing thoughts, ideas, and feelings

ICT Continuum

P-1.2 
Plan and Question - recalls and/or records prior knowledge and asks topic-related questions

E-2.1 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies school division’s ICT acceptable use policy 

Working in small groups, students complete a Concept Frame or Frayer Plus Concept Builder to identify critical and non-critical attributes of website information. Students share ideas in a class discussion. Students discuss what constitutes a good website. Record elements of a good website in a class concept map.

Teacher Tips:
· Consider the following elements for critical (name of owner, host, date of latest update) and for non-critical (size of text, background colour) attributes for Web page contents.

· The intent of this activity is to make students aware of the informational contents of websites. They will no doubt identify mechanical attributes that can also be categorized as critical (navigation bar, speed of download) and non-critical (animation, colour background), however a discussion of mechanical attributes is best kept for an activity around Web design. 

· Browse the websites in the Links for Teachers below to familiarize yourself with web pages in general and the issue of critical evaluation in particular.

Links for Teachers:

How Credible is the Information from the Internet? – Craig E. Landy

http://www.searchengines.com/credibleInfo1.html 

Evaluating Web Sites – Yahooligans’ Teachers’ Guide

http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/tg/evaluatingwebsites.html 

The anatomy of a Web page – Craig Branham

http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/eval.html
Trash or Treasure: How to Evaluate Internet Resources – Ann B. O’Neill

http://www.bcpl.net/~sullivan/modules/tips/eval.html
  

Outcomes and Descriptors:

English Language Arts 
1.2.4    Extend Understanding - ask specific and focused questions for elaboration and clarification; engage in dialogue about experiences and ideas to extend ways of knowing the world 
3.1.3    Contribute to Group Inquiry - contribute ideas, knowledge, and questions to help establish group inquiry or research focuses and purposes 
3.2.1    Identify Personal and Peer Knowledge - select and organize personal and peer knowledge of a topic to establish an information base for inquiry or research 
ICT Continuum

P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

G-2.1 
Gather and Make Sense - refines information searches using a variety of media sources 

Suggestions for Assessment:
Observation: Note student participation in class discussion. 
Checklist: Use a checklist to assess students' values and attitudes related to this discussion. (E-31, E-32) 
Acquire
Students visit five or six websites. Using an online evaluation form or list of criteria, students rank-order the best and the worst (G-2.2). Using a projector and a computer, students share with the class (C-2.1) the results of their research by presenting an example of a good site and one of a bad site and explaining their findings based on the evaluation form or list of criteria they used.

Teacher Tips:
Assign different online evaluation forms or list of criteria websites to different groups of students.

Consider limiting students to a few websites that would support a current subject of study.

Links for Students

Critical Evaluation of a Web Site ; Middle School Level – Kathy Schrock

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/evalmidd.html 

Great Websites for Kids Selection Criteria – American Library Association

http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/greatwebsites/greatwebsitesforkids/greatwebsites.htm 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly – Susan E. Beck

http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/eval.html 

Evaluating Internet Sources – Annette Lamb

http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic32.htm
Links for Teachers:

How Credible is the Information from the Internet? – Craig E. Landy

http://www.searchengines.com/credibleInfo1.html 

Evaluating Web Sites – Yahooligans’ Teachers’ Guide

http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/tg/evaluatingwebsites.html 

The anatomy of a Web page – Craig Branham

http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/eval.html
Trash or Treasure: How to Evaluate Internet Resources – Ann B. O’Neill

http://www.bcpl.net/~sullivan/modules/tips/eval.html
Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts
3.2.3    Assess Sources - use pre-established criteria to evaluate the currency, usefulness, and reliability of information sources in answering inquiry or research questions 
3.2.4    Access Information - expand and use a repertoire of skills [including visual and auditory] to access information and ideas from a variety of sources [including formal interviews, surveys, almanacs, documentaries, and broadcasts] 
3.3.2    Record Information - make notes using headings and subheadings or graphic organizers appropriate to a topic; reference sources 
ICT Continuum

G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 
C-2.1 
Communicate - discusses information, ideas, and/or electronic products using electronic communication tools

Apply

Students engage in a class discussion about criteria for assessing the contents of a website (G-2.2). Together they create a class rubric, which they will use all year with their Internet searches to validate the sites they use.

Teacher Tip:

Ensure that the rubric includes criteria for accuracy, currency, credibility, validity, reliability, fairness and relevance (G-2.2).

   
Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts
3.2.2    Identify Sources - extend inquiry and research questions using a variety of information sources [such as adults, peers, advertisements, adolescent magazines, lyrics.] 
3.2.3    Assess Sources - use pre-established criteria to evaluate the currency, usefulness, and reliability of information sources in answering inquiry or research questions 
3.3.3    Evaluate Information - assess the appropriateness of the amount and quality of information collected; recognize and address information gaps for particular forms, audiences, and purposes 
ICT Continuum

G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 

In groups (Co-2.1), students search for websites that will best represent each criteria from the class-created rubric. They create a multimedia presentation (Pr2.2) titled “The best of…” or another appropriate title to illustrate and communicate the meaning of each criteria (Co1.1). 

Outcomes and Descriptors: 

English Language Arts
2.3.5    Create Original Texts - create original texts [such as cartoon sequences, dialogues, short stories, letters, video presentations...] to communicate and demonstrate understanding of forms and techniques 
4.1.3    Organize Ideas - identify and use appropriate organizational patterns [such as key idea and supporting details, cause and effect, sequence...] in own oral, written, and visual texts 
4.2.2    Revise Content - revise to create effective sentences that convey content clearly and generate reader interest 
4.2.5    Enhance Presentation - prepare compositions, reports, and inquiry or research projects using a variety of organizers [such as titles, subtitles, headings, subtopics, graphic organizers...] 
4.4.1    Share Ideas and Information - facilitate small-group activities and short, whole-class sessions to share information on a topic using pre-established active learning strategies (such as role-plays, language games, simulations...)

ICT Continuum

Pr-2.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - revises electronic products to improve organization and clarity, enhance content and artistry, and meet audience needs according to criteria, feedback, and personal preferences 
Pr-3.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - designs and creates interactive non-linear ICT representations 
R-2.1 
Reflect - invites and shares constructive feedback, related to established criteria, to reflect on using ICT to learn

C-2.1 
Communicate - discusses information, ideas, and/or electronic products using electronic communication tools
E-2.3 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies guidelines for ethical and responsible use of ICT 
Co-2.1 
Collaboration - collaborates with peers to accomplish self-directed learning with ICT
S-2.3 
Social Implications - analyzes advantages and disadvantages of ICT use in society 

Suggestions for Assessment:
Work Sample: View each group’s multimedia presentation to assess the students’ interpretation and understanding of each criteria through the examples they chose.

     

