Grade 8 - English Language Arts: Historical Narrative
Overview

Students identify and use elements of historical narrative to design and create interactive non-linear ICT representations about characters from the past. 
Background information: Historical narratives are stories, or narrative, about main characters, events, and ideas from a particular time period. The historical facts remain, but they have been woven into a story that personalizes history. Legends and myths may also be used to characterize people.
Activate
Students search, using multiple electronic sources (G-2.1), to find information about historical narratives. Students construct ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions to identify information needs (P-2.2). Using electronic learning logs or inquiry journals, students record questions, prior knowledge and new information. Students analyze gathered information, applying given criteria (G-2.2) and define historical narrative in their inquiry journals. 

Outcomes and Descriptors: 
English Language Arts
1.1.1    Express Ideas - explore diverse ideas to develop predictions, opinions, conclusions, and understanding 
3.2.1    Identify Personal and Peer Knowledge - access, record, and appraise personal and peer knowledge and understanding of a topic to establish an information base for inquiry or research 
3.1.2  Ask Questions - formulate relevant main and subordinate questions on a topic to establish a purpose for gathering information

ICT Continuum

P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

G-2.1 
Gather and Make Sense - refines information searches using a variety of media sources 
G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 

Students design electronic plans (P-3.1) to research an individual about whom they will create a presentation.

Links:
The Big6 - Teaching Technology & Information Skills
http://www.big6.com/ 
Teacher Tip:
For more information on Big Six, please see p. 76 K to 8 Strategies. For more information on KWL Plus, please see pp. 6.20-6.21 Success or p. 89 K to 8 ELA Strategies. 

Outcomes and Descriptors: 
English Language Arts
3.1.4    Create and Follow a Plan - prepare and use a plan to access, gather, and record in own words relevant information 
ICT Continuum

P-3.1 
Plan and Question - designs own electronic plans 

Suggestions for Assessment:
Work Sample: Review individual planning sheets to help students clarify and refine their plans.         

Acquire 
Students select an individual and research this person using electronic, print or other source material such as Internet sites, letters, diaries, wills, oral history transcripts, political pamphlets, cartoons, etc. They organize and categorize information (G-2.3) using a note taking strategy (e.g., Cornell, Two-Column Note Taking, or organizational frames), or choose an electronic notemaking tool such as concept mapping to record information. 

Links:

· Study Skills Library – Student Academic Services
http://www.sas.calpoly.edu/asc/ssl/notetaking.systems.html 

· Histor!ca

http://www.histori.ca/default.do?page=.index 

· The Canadian Encyclopedia Online

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/ 

· First Among Equals: The Prime Minister in Canadian Life and Politics
http://collections.ic.gc.ca/discourspm/
· Hudson’s Bay Company Archives

http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/index.html 

Outcomes and Descriptors: 
English Language Arts
1.2.3    Combine Ideas - structure and restructure ideas and information in personally meaningful ways to clarify and extend understanding 
3.2.2    Identify Sources - distinguish between fact and opinion when inquiring or researching using a variety of information sources [such as artifacts, debates, forums, biographies, autobiographies...] 
3.2.3    Assess Sources - develop and use criteria for evaluating information sources for a particular inquiry or research plan 
3.2.4    Access Information - recall, expand, and use a variety of skills [including visual and auditory] to access information and ideas from a variety of sources [‘including subtitles, marginal notes and key words, electronic searches, previews and reviews, visual effects and sound effects] 
3.2.5    Make Sense of Information - construct meaning using direct statements, implied meaning, and inferences; adjust rate of reading or viewing according to purpose, topic, density of information, and organizational patterns of text 
3.3.2    Record Information - make notes in point form, summarizing major ideas and supporting details; reference sources 

3.3.3  Evaluate Information - set aside personal bias to evaluate the relevance and importance of information collected; address information gaps for particular forms, audiences, and purposes

3.3.4  Develop New Understanding - incorporate new information with prior knowledge and experiences; adjust inquiry and research strategies to accommodate changing perspectives and availability of pertinent information

ICT Continuum

G-3.2 
Gather and Make Sense - assesses textual, numerical, visual, and aural information as well as the source of the media, to determine bias, motive, cultural context, and/or perspective

Suggestions for Assessment:
Work Sample: Review students' composite characters to distinguish fact from opinion and determine what information to include in their composite.         

Conference: Conference with students to determine how they dealt with issues of bias, accuracy, validity, etc. (P-3.2)

Students evaluate their original inquiry questions, synthesize new questions (P-3.2), incorporate new information and adjust their inquiry strategies (G-3.1). Students analyze whether information collected from ICT and other sources is sufficient and or suitable to purpose and audience. (G-2.4) 

Outcomes and Descriptors: 
English Language Arts
3.3.2    Record Information - make notes in point form, summarizing major ideas and supporting details; reference sources 

3.3.3   Evaluate Information - set aside personal bias to evaluate the relevance and importance of information collected; address information gaps for particular forms, audiences, and purposes

3.3.4   Develop New Understanding - incorporate new information with prior knowledge and experiences; adjust inquiry and research strategies to accommodate changing perspectives and availability of pertinent information

ICT Continuum

G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

G-2.4 
Gather and Make Sense -analyzes whether information collected is sufficient and/or suitable for purpose and audience

G-3.1 
Gather and Make Sense – incorporates new information with prior knowledge and adjusts inquiry strategies

P-3.2 
Plan and Question - evaluates original inquiry questions and synthesizes questions for future inquiry

Apply 
Students design and create an interactive non-linear ICT representation (Pr-3.1) in order to bring their historical characters to life for an intended audience. Students self-assess their ICT representations and go beyond establish criteria by enhancing meaning and/or artistry according to the audience, purpose and occasion of presentations. (Pr-3.2) Students discuss their presentations with peers using electronic communication tools. (C-2.1) Students self-monitor their representations and reflect on the value of incorporating ICT and set personal goals for future use of ICT to learn. (R-3.1)
     

Outcomes and Descriptors: 
English Language Arts 

1.1.3    Experiment with Language and Form - experiment with memorable language to convey personal perceptions, feelings, experiences, thoughts, and ideas in various forms 
2.3.5    Create Original Texts - create original texts [such as descriptions, panel discussions, impersonations, collages, timelines, documentary videos, journals or diaries...] to communicate and demonstrate understanding of forms and techniques 
4.2.5    Enhance Presentation - prepare compositions, reports, presentations, and inquiry or research projects using a variety of organizers [such as chapters, table of contents, headings, introduction, conclusion...] 
4.1.2    Choose Forms - compose using specific forms [such as biographies, letters to the editor, newspaper articles, audio-visual presentations...] that ensure a match between content, audience, and purpose 
4.1.3    Organize Ideas - identify and use a variety of organizational patterns [such as rising action, pyramid structure, cause and effect, comparison and contrast, sequence...] in own oral, written, and visual texts; compose effective introductions and conclusions 
4.2.2    Revise Content - revise to enhance meaning and effect according to audience and purpose 

4.4.1    Share Ideas and Information - plan and facilitate small-group activities and short, whole-class sessions to share information on a topic using a variety of engaging methods (such as mini-lessons, role-plays, visual aids...) 
ICT Continuum

Pr-3.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - designs and creates interactive non-linear ICT representations 
Pr-3.2
Produce and Show Understanding - self-assesses ICT representations and goes beyond established criteria by enhancing meaning and/or artistry, according to topic, audience, purpose, and occasion

C-2.1 
Communicate - discusses information, ideas, and/or electronic products using electronic communication tools
R-3.1 
Reflect - self-monitors learning goals, reflects on the value of ICT to complete learning tasks, and sets personal goals for using ICT to learn

 (Note Pr-2.2 could be used instead of Pr-3.2 if students only revise)

Suggestions for Assessment:
Work Sample: Review the students’ representations. Look for accurate portrayal of the chosen character. Consider students’ ability to distinguish fact from fiction/opinion.

Conference: Conference with students as they reflect on their accomplishment and the role ICT played in assisting them.
