Grade 8 - Social Studies:  How do Greece and Rome influence our contemporary world?

Overview

Students explore the physical environment, the social, cultural, political, economic, and technological issues in ancient societies of both Greece and Rome. Students consider the enduring qualities of the art, architecture, science, and ideas of ancient Greece and Rome, and explore their influence on the contemporary Canada. 

Links

· Immigrant Voices

http://www.canadianhistory.ca/iv/1914-1945/war_years/index.html
· Canada’s Digital Collections. Aboriginal Cultures and Traditions. The Stories,

http://collections.ic.gc.ca/E/SL_FirstPeoples.asp
· Canadian Geographic. Atlas.

http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/atlas/
· Statistics Canada. Population Unit.

http://www.statcan.ca/english/kits/geography/art.htm#top
· Welcome to Canada’s Digital Collections.

http://collections.ic.gc.ca/E/View.html
Activate

Initiate a class discussion by asking why or why not questions such as: Do you like living in Canada? What do you like about Canada? What do you like or not like about the Canadian Government in Ottawa, Manitoba, your city, village, or municipality?

Are governments important for your life? Students submit an Exit Slip answering ‘why’ and ‘why not’ to each question giving their person opinions. They include a ‘how’ or ‘why’ questions of their own. (P-2.2)

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-400 Listen to others to understand their perspectives.

English Language Arts

1.1.2  Consider Others’ Ideas - integrate new understanding with previous viewpoints and interpretations

1.2.1  Develop Understanding - discuss the importance of reflecting on prior experiences and knowledge to revise conclusions and understanding

ICT Continuum

P-2.2 
Plan and Question - constructs 'how and why' questions, predictions, hunches, educated guesses, and hypotheses and identifies information needs

As a class, review how federal, provincial and municipal governments are organized and how they function by referring to the link listed below (G-1.1). Introduce the concept of citizenship in Canada. Students browse the Canadian Government web site Government in Canada to begin to think about governance.  Student pairs begin to keep an electronic journal, which includes their understandings, perceptions and questions about citizenship and democracy (P1.2, G-1.3). This will help students acquire an awareness of how their understanding and perceptions of government and citizenship may change during the course of this study.

Teacher Tip: 

Using a computer and searching the Internet, create three charts, which show the structure and function of the three levels of government in Canada. Make these charts available on the classroom computers for each student pair so that they can refer to the charts during this study.
Links:

· CanadaInfo. Government in Canada.

http://www.craigmarlatt.com/canada/government/government.html
· CanadaOnline. Canadian Citizen.

http://canadaonline.about.com/od/citizenship/g/cdncitizen.htm
Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-405 Articulate their beliefs and perspectives on issues.

8-S-200 Select information from a variety of oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources.

Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, historical fiction...

English Language Arts

1.2.2  Explain Opinions - articulate, represent, and explain personal viewpoints clearly

3.2.1  Identify Personal and Peer Knowledge - access, record, and appraise personal and peer knowledge and understanding of a topic to establish an information base for inquiry or research

ICT Continuum

P-1.2 
Plan and Question - recalls and/or records prior knowledge and asks topic-related questions

G-1.1 
Gather and Make Sense - finds and collects information (text, images, audio, video) from given media sources 
G-1.3 
Gather and Make Sense - records data or makes notes on gathered information and ideas using given categories and given ICT 

Acquire

Student pairs set up a chart or spreadsheet with 3 columns to list information about the governance in Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, Canada today (G-1.3). The content will be added as the study progresses. Student pairs also create a folder in which to organize text, pictures, graphics, maps, video clips, audio clips (G-2.3) for a multimedia presentation document they will produce later. 

Teacher Tip: 

Have student prepare a class wall chart similar to their electronic charts or spreadsheets. Students contribute information to the chart throughout the study.

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-300 
Plan topics, goals, and methods for historical inquiry and research.

English Language Arts

3.1.4  Create and Follow a Plan - prepare and use a plan to access, gather, and record in own words relevant information

ICT  Continuum

G-1.3 
Gather and Make Sense - records data or makes notes on gathered information and ideas using given categories and given ICT 
G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

Begin the study of Rome by locating it on a map and on the globe. Students search given web sites then refine their information searches to find more specific information (G-1.1). Students locate Rome and answer the question: “Has Rome always covered the same territory?” In pairs, students find 

· a map of Rome before it became an empire, 

· a map at the peak of the empire and 

· a map after the empire collapsed. 

They enter, label, and date these maps into their presentation file. Two pairs of student meet to compare their maps, verify correctness (G-2.2), and make any necessary additions or changes (G-2.4).

Links: 

· The Roman Empire. Children’s Section.

http://www.roman-empire.net/children/index.html 

· The Roman Empire. Baths of Nero. Map.

http://www.roman-empire.net/maps/rome/baths-nero.html 

· The Roman Empire. Illustrated History.

http://www.roman-empire.net/index.html 

· History for Kids. Greek History.

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/ 

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-200 Select information from a variety of oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources.

Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, historical fiction...

8-S-201 Organize and record information in a variety of formats and reference sources appropriately.

Examples: maps, charts, outlines, concept

8-S-206 Select, use, and interpret various types of maps for specific purposes.

Examples: historical maps and atlases...

8-S-207 Use latitude and longitude to locate and describe places on maps and globes.
8-S-306 Assess the validity of information sources.

Examples: purpose, context, authenticity, origin, objectivity, evidence, reliability...

English Language Arts

3.2.4  Access Information - recall, expand, and use a variety of skills [including visual and auditory] to access information and ideas from a variety of sources [including subtitles, marginal notes and key words, electronic searches, previews and reviews, visual effects, and sound effects]

3.3.2  Record Information - make notes in point form, summarizing major ideas and supporting details; reference sources

3.3.4  Develop New Understanding - incorporate new information with prior knowledge and experiences; adjust inquiry and research strategies to accommodate changing perspectives and availability of pertinent information

ICT Continuum 

G-1.1 
Gather and Make Sense - finds and collects information (text, images, audio, video) from given media sources 
G-1.2 
Gather and Make Sense - identifies sources of information and provides bibliographic reference data 
G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 
G-2.4 
Gather and Make Sense -analyzes whether information collected is sufficient and/or suitable for purpose and audience

Suggestions for Assessment:

Verify that students recorded bibliographical information accurately (G-1.2)

Introduce the study of Greece by locating it on a map and on the globe. Students use the knowledge they acquired when searching given websites about Rome to find and refine (G-2.1) their information searches as they answer the question: “Has Greece always covered the same territory?” In pairs, student, find 

· a map of Greece before it became an empire, 

· a map at the peak of the empire and 

· a map after the empire collapsed. 

Students enter, label, and date these maps into their presentation file. Two pairs of students meet to compare their maps, verify correctness (G-2.2), and make any necessary additions or changes (G-2.4).

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-200 Select information from a variety of oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources

Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, historical fiction...

8-S-201 Organize and record information in a variety of formats and reference sources appropriately.

Examples: maps, charts, outlines, concept

8-S-206 Select, use, and interpret various types of maps for specific purposes.

Examples: historical maps and atlases...

8-S-207 Use latitude and longitude to locate and describe places on maps and globes.

8-S-306 Assess the validity of information sources.

Examples: purpose, context, authenticity, origin, objectivity, evidence, reliability...

English Language Arts

3.2.4  Access Information - recall, expand, and use a variety of skills [including visual and auditory] to access information and ideas from a variety of sources [including subtitles, marginal notes and key words, electronic searches, previews and reviews, visual effects, and sound effects]

3.3.2  Record Information - make notes in point form, summarizing major ideas and supporting details; reference sources

3.3.4  Develop New Understanding - incorporate new information with prior knowledge and experiences; adjust inquiry and research strategies to accommodate changing perspectives and availability of pertinent information

ICT Continuum 

G-1.1 
Gather and Make Sense - finds and collects information (text, images, audio, video) from given media sources 
G-1.2 
Gather and Make Sense - identifies sources of information and provides bibliographic reference data 
G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 
G-2.4 
Gather and Make Sense -analyzes whether information collected is sufficient and/or suitable for purpose and audience

Suggestions for Assessment:

Verify that students recorded bibliographical information accurately (G-1.2)

Students find web sites that contain timelines of Greece and Rome (G-2.1). They identify major or special events and people for Greece in ancient times, and then do the same for Rome. In pairs, based on their observations of timelines, students create their own timeline and enter major events and people for Greece and Rome in ancient times. Colour code the entries in two different colours – one for Greece and one for Rome (G-2.3).

Teacher Tip:
Students select an application best suited for this task (Pr-2.1). A spreadsheet has built-in cells that allow for quick input, and which can stretch wide as students scroll their screen back and forth. A web page would also work well but would require a fair input of time for set up.

Links 

· The Roman Empire. Children’s Section.

http://www.roman-empire.net/children/index.html 

· The Roman Empire. Baths of Nero. Map.

http://www.roman-empire.net/maps/rome/baths-nero.html 

· The Roman Empire. Illustrated History.

http://www.roman-empire.net/index.html 

· History for Kids. Greek History.

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/ 

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-204 Create timelines and other visual organizers to sequence and represent historical periods, figures, relationships, or chronological events.

8-S-200 Select information from a variety of oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources.

Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, historical fiction...

8-S-201 Organize and record information in a variety of formats and reference sources appropriately.

Examples: maps, charts, outlines, concept maps...

8-S-202 Interpret primary and secondary information sources for research.

English Language Arts
3.3.1  Organize Information - organize information and ideas in order of priority according to topic and task requirements

3.3.2  Record Information - make notes in point form, summarizing major ideas and supporting details; reference sources

ICT Continuum

G-2.1 
Gather and Make Sense - refines information searches using a variety of media sources 
G-2.3 
Gather and Make Sense - categorizes information using the ICT best suited to the purpose  

Pr-2.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - selects the ICT application and/or device best suited to create a product 

Students continue their web searches to find and analyze information (G-2.2, G-3.1).  They prepare and revise brief write-ups, articulating their beliefs and perspectives, on 3 items in each of the following categories and create video clips for the topics they have chosen (Pr-1.2). Categories should include: people in art, architecture, science, technology, transportation, weaponry, and leadership. With the class, develop criteria (Pr-1.1) for the write-ups and video clips. Students enter their write-ups into their file so they can be linked to their timelines. Two pairs of students meet to peer edit (Pr-2.2) the write-ups, video clips, and images for their timelines. 

Teacher Tip:
Students can do their write-ups in a word processor and copy/paste them into their timeline.

Students need to take copyright issues in consideration when using images and video clips.

Each group of students could select a few areas to research and contribute their product to a class timeline.

Links:

· The Roman Empire. Children’s Section.

http://www.roman-empire.net/children/index.html 

· The Roman Empire. Baths of Nero. Map.

http://www.roman-empire.net/maps/rome/baths-nero.html 

· The Roman Empire. Illustrated History.

http://www.roman-empire.net/index.html 

· History for Kids. Greek History.

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/ 

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-KE-056 Describe technologies and achievements in ancient Greece and Rome

8-KC-001 Describe the social organization of ancient Greece.

8-KH-031 Identify people, beliefs, and events in ancient Greece and Rome and describe their significance.

8-S-200 Select information from a variety of oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources

Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, historical fiction...

8-S-201 Organize and record information in a variety of formats and reference sources appropriately.

Examples: maps, charts, outlines, concept maps...

8-S-202 Interpret primary and secondary information sources for research.

8-S-302 Draw conclusions based on research and evidence.

8-S-405 Articulate their beliefs and perspectives on issues.
English Language Arts 

3.3.1  Organize Information - organize information and ideas in order of priority according to topic and task requirements

3.3.2  Record Information - make notes in point form, summarizing major ideas and supporting details; reference sources

4.1.2  Choose Forms - compose using specific forms [such as biographies, letters to the editor, newspaper articles, audio-visual presentations...] that ensure a match between content, audience, and purpose

4.2.2  Revise Content - revise to enhance meaning and effect according to audience and purpose

ICT Continuum

G-2.2 
Gather and Make Sense - analyzes gathered textual, numerical, visual, and aural information from media sources, applying given criteria 
G-3.1 
Gather and Make Sense – incorporates new information with prior knowledge and adjusts inquiry strategies

Pr-1.1
Produce and Show Understanding - participates in establishing criteria for student-created electronic products 
Pr-1.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - composes text, records sound, sketches images and/or makes graphs
Pr-2.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - revises electronic products to improve organization and clarity, enhance content and artistry, and meet audience needs according to criteria, feedback, and personal preferences 
 

Using the charts or spreadsheets they developed earlier in this study, students research and add notes about the governance and citizenship in Greece, Rome and Canada. Students also prepare diagrams of governance patterns for Greece, Rome and Canada, which will be added to their final products. Students analyze the information gathered in order to identify the contributions of ancient Greece/Rome to modern concepts of citizenship and democracy. Students write up their analysis as a report. In Think-Pair-Share groups, students meet to peer edit their reports. Edited reports are submitted for teacher assessment. 

Teacher Tip:
Students could select just one of either Greece or Rome to research governance and citizenship.

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-302 Draw conclusions based on research and evidence.
8-KP-047 Describe structures of governance and citizenship in ancient Rome 

8-KC-002 Describe the rise of democracy in ancient Greece.

8-VC-001 Appreciate the contributions of ancient Greece to modern concepts of citizenship and democracy.

English Language Arts 

3.3.4  Develop New Understanding - incorporate new information with prior knowledge and experiences; adjust inquiry and research strategies to accommodate changing perspectives and availability of pertinent information

4.1.1  Generate Ideas - experiment with several ways to generate ideas and focus a topic
4.1.2  Choose Forms - compose using specific forms [such as biographies, letters to the editor, newspaper articles, audio-visual presentations...] that ensure a match between content, audience, and purpose
4.1.3  Organize Ideas - identify and use a variety of organizational patterns [such as rising action, pyramid structure, cause and effect, comparison and contrast, sequence...] in own oral, written, and visual texts; compose effective introductions and conclusions
4.2.2  Revise Content - revise to enhance meaning and effect according to audience and purpose
ICT Continuum 

P-3.2 
Plan and Question - evaluates original inquiry questions and synthesizes questions for future inquiry

G-3.1 
Gather and Make Sense – incorporates new information with prior knowledge and adjusts inquiry strategies

Pr-1.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - composes text, records sound, sketches images and/or makes graphs
Pr-2.2 
Produce and Show Understanding - revises electronic products to improve organization and clarity, enhance content and artistry, and meet audience needs according to criteria, feedback, and personal preferences 
Pr-2.3 
Produce and Show Understanding - analyzes data/information and concepts to solve problems, reach conclusions, make decisions, and/or propose answers to questions using ICT devices and/or applications

Apply

Student pairs revise, edit, and compile their timeline, write-ups, report, digital pictures, and video and audio clips to create an interactive, non-linear ICT representation. After presenting and discussing their final products with peers and the teacher, they make revisions as required. Students post their work on the school web site for sharing with a wider audience. 

Outcomes and Descriptors:

Social Studies

8-S-100 Collaborate with others to establish and carry out group goals and responsibilities.

5-S-307 Compare differing accounts of historical events.

8-S-400 Listen to others to understand their perspectives.

6-S-401 Use language that is respectful of human diversity.

8-S-402 Persuasively express differing viewpoints regarding an issue.

8-S-403 Present information and ideas orally, visually, concretely, or electronically.

8-S-404 Elicit and clarify questions and ideas in discussions.

English Language Arts 

1.2.4  Extend Understanding - reconsider initial understanding in light of new information, and ask clarifying questions; listen to diverse opinions and recognize ambiguity
4.2.2  Revise Content - revise to enhance meaning and effect according to audience and purpose
4.2.5  Enhance Presentation - prepare compositions, reports, presentations, and inquiry or research projects using a variety of organizers [such as chapters, table of contents, headings, introduction, conclusion...]
4.4.1  Share Ideas and Information - plan and facilitate small-group activities and short, whole-class sessions to share information on a topic using a variety of engaging methods [such as mini-lessons, role-plays, visual aids…]
4.4.2  Effective Oral Communication - explain, share, and present orally using appropriate conventions of public speaking in a variety of settings [such as small-group and whole-class presentations…]; use visual aids to enhance the effectiveness of oral presentations
4.4.3  Attentive Listening and Viewing - demonstrate critical listening and viewing skills and strategies [such as activating prior knowledge, integrating new information, evaluating the effectiveness of the introduction and conclusion...] and show respect for presenter(s)
ICT Continuum

Pr-3.1 
Produce and Show Understanding - designs and creates interactive non-linear ICT representations 
Pr-3.2
Produce and Show Understanding - self-assesses ICT representations and goes beyond established criteria by enhancing meaning and/or artistry, according to topic, audience, purpose, and occasion

C-2.1 
Communicate - discusses information, ideas, and/or electronic products using electronic communication tools
E-2.1 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies school division’s ICT acceptable use policy 

E-2.3 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies guidelines for ethical and responsible use of ICT 
Co-2.1 
Collaboration - collaborates with peers to accomplish self-directed learning with ICT
M-2.2 
Motivation and Confidence - perseveres through complex ICT problems using higher-level thinking skills

Assessment:

Peer Assessment: 

Two student pairs meet to compare their maps, verify correctness and make any necessary changes. 

Two student pairs meet to peer edit the write-ups, video clips, and images for their timelines.

Two student pairs meet to peer edit their reports. 

Students review their learning goals and reflect (R-3.1) on the value of using ICT to complete learning tasks.

Outcomes and Descriptors:

ICT Continuum

R-3.1 
Reflect - self-monitors learning goals, reflects on the value of ICT to complete learning tasks, and sets personal goals for using ICT to learn

Assessment:

Peer Assessment: 

Peers and teacher discuss and assess final products based on the criteria developed in class.
Teacher Assessment: 

Students submit their reports for teacher assessment, according to criteria elaborated earlier.

