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Check us out  
on the web! 

www.rrsd.mb.ca/
EricksonColl 

New Route for annual Terry Fox Run 

   ECI staff and students embarked on a new route in 
support of the Terry Fox Foundation this year.  Par-
ticipants walked, or ran, eight kilometers of the Trans 

Canada Trail, with the route having been previously 
staked out by Mr. Robertson and Mrs. McLaughlin.  
Thanks to Rona for donating the stakes and to Cpl. 
Shoaai of the RCMP for assisting with the walk.   

Welcome back staff and students 
   We would like to welcome everyone back for the start of another new school year at Erickson Collegiate. We hope that 
everyone had a safe and relaxing summer and are now prepared for another exciting year of learning and activities at ECI. 
This year we have a number of new students in our building and a very special welcome goes out to them and especially our 
Grade Sevens who have arrived from Erickson Elementary.  A special welcome to our exchange student from Thailand, 
Sean. 
    We also have a number of new staff members this school year, who are as follows; Ms. Selewich – Grade 7 and 8 Social 
Studies, and grades 9 to 12 Art, Ms. Dalton – Grade 8 and 9 English Language Arts, and Grade 7 and 8 Science, Mrs. Boyd, 
who has returned to Grades 7 to 10 French from a maternity leave, Mrs. Soltys, Career Preparation and Exploration, and Mrs. 
Collyer – Guidance Counsellor. Welcome to all of you! September is always a busy month with students registering, sorting 
out timetables, and getting back into the daily routine. Staff have also been busy meeting new students and getting their 
courses underway. During October there are a number of events planned for staff and students at ECI so check out the rest of 
this newsletter to see what’s happening. Once again welcome to the new school year and we wish everyone a very successful 
year! 
                 Mr. Edwards and Mr. Robertson 
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Hello everyone, 
 
My name is Marlies Soltys and I am the new Career Preparation 
and Explorations Coordinator (CPEC for short) for Erickson Col-
legiate.  I am quite excited to be starting here in Erickson and I’m 
looking forward to getting to know all the students at the Colle-
giate. I will be here in the school every other day; even days of 
our rotating schedule.   Odd days are spent at Minnedosa Colle-
giate, where I hold the same position. 
 
I have been doing this job in Minnedosa for the last year now, 
and have thoroughly enjoyed working with all students in aiding 
their future plans and goals.  It is truly inspiring to hear the goals, 
dreams and aspirations of all the students, helping them set up a 
plan to accomplish these is what I strive at most. 
 
The Career Preparation Program is a unique and educational pro-
gram in which all students from grade 9 to 12 partake, with full 
participation and completed assignments each student will re-
ceive a credit at the grade 12 level.  If you have any questions 
regarding the Career Preparation Program, please feel free to 
contact me at the Collegiate (636-2605), or come by my office, 
or by email at: msoltys@rrsd.mb.ca 
 
Should you want to learn more about our Career Preparation Pro-
gram, you can also access my website under the Minnedosa Col-
legiate page (www.rrsd.mb.ca/mci/soltys).   
 
Again, I look forward to the opportunity to work with everyone 
involved with this program, and please do not hesitate to give me 
a call whenever the need arises. 

 
Some of our upcoming dates to mark on your calendar are: 
 

Wednesday, November 5, 2008-  
Take Our Kids to Work Day - Grade 9 students 

 All paper work has been sent out with the students  
and is due back to my office for October 15. 

 
Monday, November 17, 2008 to Friday,  

November 21- Grade 11 Career placements 
 All the students have just received their “choice’ 
sheets for this vital week of work experience.  Choice sheets are 
due back to me by October 10, 2008, so that we have plenty of 
time to set up well suited placements for all the students. 
 
Sincerely, Marlies Soltys, CPEC Coordinator, ECI 
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Guidance Counselling: 
 
My name is Julie Collyer and I am filling the role of guidance coun-
sellor in the 2008/09 year while Mrs. Atkinson is away on her ma-
ternity leave. 
 
In my role as Guidance Counsellor, I may meet with students indi-
vidually or in a group setting. Students may refer themselves, be 
referred by their teachers, principal, and/or parents/guardians. There 
are a variety of reasons a student may be referred to the Guidance 
Counsellor. For more specific information about Guidance Coun-
selling in our school, feel free to visit our School’s web-site. Click 
on Student Support Services and follow the links to Guidance 
Counselling. 
 
On a preventative level I will also be visiting each classroom sev-
eral times throughout the year to offer presentations and bring in 
guest speakers. Each grade level has different topic areas that will 
be addressed.    This year we will be offering both grade 11 and 12 
students the opportunity to participate in the Post Secondary Con-
sortium at Minnedosa Collegiate on October 15th.  Please watch for 
a letter and consent form that will be sent home with grade 11 and 
12 students. 
 
I look forward to working with ECI students and parents throughout 
the year. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact me. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Julie Collyer 
Guidance Counsellor 

Welcome Ms. Selewich 
 
Ms. Selewich has joined the staff of E.C.I. on a part-time 

basis.  Ms. Selewich is no stranger to E.C.I.  She has been the 
Driver Education Instructor at E.C.I for the last nine years, as well 
as, substitute teacher. 

This term she will be teaching Grade 9 - 12 Art and Grade 7 
and 8 Social Studies and Grade 10 Geography and Grade 7 and 8 
Social Studies. 

Ms. Selewich has taught at Neepawa Area Collegiate and 
Carberry Collegiate. She has also spent some time teaching for As-
siniboine Community College at their Off-Campus programs at 
Rolling River First Nation and Brandon College in Brandon, Mani-
toba.  

Ms.  Selewich is very excited to be teaching at Erickson 
Collegiate.  She looks forward to working with the staff and stu-
dents this year!    

 
The fall/winter course of Driver Education at 
Erickson Collegiate is well underway.  Twenty 
two students are presently enrolled in the pro-
gram.  The program consists of 34 hours of class-
room instruction, 8 hours of behind-the-wheel 
training with a certified instructor and 8 hours of 
in-car observation.  Both in-class and in-car are 
being taught by Denise Selewich.  Classroom 
sessions are currently running Mondays and 
Tuesdays until October 22, 2008.  In-car is sched-
uled to start this weekend. 
   The curriculum covers topics such as:  basic 
driving skills, rules of the road, novice drivers' 
risk assessment, impaired driving consequences, 
defensive driving, winter driving and Eco-
driving.  Guest speakers will include DVL (In-car 
Examiner), Canadian Pacific Railway and the 
R.C.M.P. 
   Parents are reminded about the importance of 
parental involvement in the program.  Practice is 
essential! Parents should consult the Co-Pilot 
Manual  for step-by-step instruction on basic 
driving procedures which will help the learning 
process be positive for both the parent and stu-
dent.  As well, students must complete the home-
based practice log in 9 months.  This must be 
completed by all students and dropped off at the 
local autopac agent upon completion.   
   Students and parents are encouraged to visit 
www.mpi.mb.ca and go to Driver Education for 
more information. 
   The next course is tentatively set to start in 
March 2009.  Students who will be 15 1/2 years 
of age by March 2009 should speak to Ms. Sele-
wich (204) 867-3167 or dselewich@rrsd.mb.ca to 
start the identification process. 
   In the meantime, keep your eyes on the road as 
these novice drivers as they "hit" the streets and 
highways of Erickson and surrounding area in 
their brand new 2008 Honda Civic Hy-
brid!  (maybe "hit" isn't the best word) 
 
    
 

Driver’s Ed Fall Session 
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   Saulteaux stu-
dents attended 
an Anishinabe 
T r a d i t i o n a l 
Feast at the 
Keeseekoowenin 
Sharing Lodge 
this week.  The 
Feast honored 
the families who 
have lived in 
Riding Moun-
tain.   

BSSAP Happenings 

During the month of September the stu-
dents at Erickson Collegiate have partici-
pated in several activities that are being 
sponsored by the BSSAP program.  One of 
the main events was a “Start the year off” 
Weiner roast and Elk Bugling held on Sep-
tember 15 at Lake Audy.  There were 15 
students that participated.  
   Students that are enrolled in the Arts and 

Anishinabe Language classes are receiving credit for art work 
that they have been doing in the BSSAP class.  Each student has 
a choice of making key chains, jewellery, dream catchers or 
burnt art jewellery boxes.   
   The program has been fortunate enough to be able to purchase 
a tipi which has been erected on the ECI grounds.  The tipi will 
be utilized as a tool to instruct students and teachers in First Na-
tions culture and history.  We will be hosting several teaching 
workshops through out the year that will explain the tipi and the 
significance it has on the history of the anishinabe people.  The 
tipi represents the anishinabe people and the pride we feel when 
we can share such an important part of our culture.  I would like 
to thank Ian, Doyle, Dan, Alex, Tyler and especially Elder Den-
nis M. for their help in setting up the tipi.  Please take care of 
our tipi…  it is a part of our school and our heritage! 
 
Myrna Young, Community Liaison 



And in the library…. 

Back to school…….back to books! 
Mrs. McInnes, Librarian 
 
“Breaking Dawn”, the fourth book 
in the Twilight Trilogy, is the Book 
of the Month Pick.  The students  
eagerly await “Twilight” the Movie 
premiering in November. 
 
Scholastic Book Orders – TRC (Teen  
Readers Club) has great picks!  The 
Library has ordered 15 books from 
this catalog and they are getting 
signed out as fast as I can catalog  
them!  TRC sends out new catalogs 
every two months this year.  Scholastic 
book orders are due on October 15. 
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Drive Away Hunger 
   In recognition of World Food Day on October 16, our school has decided 
to participate in the Farm Credit Canada Drive Away Hunger program and 
will be collecting donations of food for people who are hungry in our area.   
   By participating in the program, FCC will include our school in a random 
draw for a $500 donation to be used to make improvements at the winning 
school. 
   ECI is asking students to collect/donate non perishable food items to this 
cause.  In order to achieve our goals, we are offering incentives at various 
levels of food collection: 
250 pounds Mr. Robertson will dye his hair orange 
400 pounds Mr. Edwards will shave his legs 
  Mrs. Storozynsky will dye her hair pink 
750 pounds Mr. Carefoot will shave his head. 
1000 pounds Mr. Edwards will shave his head. 
 
The following is a list of most needed food items: 
· Canned fish/poultry 
· Baby food and formula 
· Canned vegetables/fruit, canned stew, chili, brown beans 
· Peanut butter 
· Dry pasta, rice, canned spaghetti sauce 
· Cereal, canned soup 
Any questions or concerns, please contact Mrs. Collyer or Ms. Dalton. 

Music students participate 
in Sonics and Sojourns 

 
      Erickson Music students recently had the oppor-
tunity to work with renowned Canadian musician 
and song writer, James Gordon.  James spent a day 
and a half with members of the Junior and Senior 
Bands helping them to craft original songs that re-
flected the creative aspirations of the local youth.  
Each group produced two original songs that were 
recorded for release on a CD featuring ECI, On-
anole and Erickson Elementary schools.  It was a 
chance for students to get a bit of a behind the 
scenes glimpse of the songwriting and recording 
process.  Mr. Gordon was brought in as a joint ven-
ture between the schools involved and the new Son-
ics and Sojourns Festival; founded to celebrate the 
communities surrounding RMNP;  The festival fea-
tured concerts, work shops, guest speakers, and 
hands on activities for the students and community 
members alike.  A big thanks goes out to Celes Da-
var for being so instrumental in organizing this op-
portunity for the students of ECI.  

As part of the Grade 12 Phys. Ed. class, 
Mr. Waterman, took the class on a hike to 

Gorge Creek, RMNP, on October 1st. 
Thanks to Mrs. Tiller for chaperoning. 

Class is pictured, right. 


