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Dear Parents/ Guardians:
Approximately two year ago, the Rolling River School Division and its teachers began a review of assessment practices, procedures, and policies.  As a result of on-going professional development and commitment by teachers, administrators, and superintendents, a new assessment manual for teachers has been developed.  The manual includes new divisional policy and procedures, grading guidelines, and provincial policy.  
While we have made great progress in two years, there still is much work to be done.  However, we need to begin the process of educating students and parents/ guardians as to some of the changes regarding assessment and reporting.
Your son or daughter’s grade/mark is going to be determined by summative assessments.  Summative assessment is “used to confirm what students know and can do”.  Summative assessments will “provide accurate and sound statement(s) of students’ proficiency” regarding the essential outcomes of the course.  Summative assessment provides information to be used in making judgments about a student’s achievement. (i.e. final, drafts, test, assignments, projects)
Students will also receive formative feedback/ assessment.  This type of assessment is not for marks, but rather students will use it to find out how well they are doing prior to the summative assessment.  It is designed so that the students get feedback and direction so they may make adjustments, adaptations, and changes to demonstrate improvement/ growth in their learning and understanding. (i.e. quizzes, observations, discussions, questions, initial drafts).  
On the interim report, the column on the right hand side indicates whether or not the assignment is included in the final mark. 
We recognize that there may be questions regarding assessment and grading guidelines; please give Mrs. Tricia Robson or me a call at the school (636 2605).  Parent – Teacher interviews are also happening on November 16; it would be a great opportunity to come and ask your son or daughter’s teacher about assessment and grading guidelines.
Respectfully,

Barry Lee
Principal 
  

   
