Early Years Language Development

Erickson Elementary

Teacher:  Lisele Lindsay

The Language Development classes that are available at the Erickson Elementary school provide additional Oral Language, Reading, Reading Comprehension and Writing Skills to support students who require more review and repetition at their independent level of abilities.  

The number of students involved with the program at present are:

Grade 1 – 4 students

Grade 2 and 4 – 3 students

Grade 3 – 5 students

These small group settings give the students the opportunity to feel successful within a caring, safe and emotionally charged environment.  

“Emotion drives attention, which drives learning, memory, problem solving and just about everything else we do.”

(p.19). STUDENT BRAINS, SCHOOLS ISSUES by Robert Sylwester, 1998.

With that in mind, the program that I offer is filled with music, movement, videos, tactile prompts, games and animated reading to grab the students’ attention and keep them on task and intrigued for the entire class.  It often requires several different learning style activities within one class. 

Several of the students who attend this class struggle with memory recall and their learning varies from day to day.  I try to provide them with as much of an experience as possible to help their brains store their knowledge in way that it can be retrieved at a later date and transferred to different settings.

According to research led by Carla Hannaford William Glasser

10% of what we read we retain

20% of what we hear we retain

30% of what we see we retain

50% of what we see and hear we retain

60% of what we discuss we retain

80% of what we experience personally we retain

90% of what we teach someone else we retain.

This small group setting gives these students the confidence to discuss their prior knowledge, share their experiences and help teach other students who are at the same level they are.  Unfortunately, for these students being in a large classroom with students, who to them are stronger academically; many of their shared moments become moments of silence.  I’m so grateful for this program and the opportunity it gives them to share and shine.

The academic basis of this program begins with reading readiness.  Many of the students who begin the program are not able to recognize letters or sounds.  
Six essential elements for reading are:

1. Phonemic Awareness 

2. Phonics

3. Vocabulary

4. Comprehension

5. Fluency 

6. Emotion and Motivation

This program focuses on all of the above and offers students the repetition and attention that they require as their regular classroom moves forward to meet the expectations set out by the Manitoba Curriculum.     
To help your child or students establish a strong foundation in reading please visit the following web sites for games, activities, word lists, reading and writing activities. 
Alphabet 
www.learningplanet.com is a great site for Alphabet recognition, order and much more.  Although it’s a subscription site, it also offers free games and activities. 

Dolch word lists – K to grade 3
From 50-75% of all words used in school books, library books, newspapers, and magazines are in the Dolch Basic Sight Vocabulary of 220 words (preschool thru Grade 3).  The Dolch word list is made up of "service words" (pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and verbs) which cannot be learned through the use of pictures. 

www.kidzone.ws/dolch
Printable Books

For great printable books for the classroom and to be sent home for home reading go to www.hubbardscupboard.org .
