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$QRWKHU PRQWK KL*DPHV DQG , NQRZ PDQG &RORQL]DWLRQ.-DV ZHO!
DQG ZH DUH ZHOO FWKH VWXGHQWY DUH 1IRXYHOOH JUDQFH DQG WKF
WKH KDOIZD\ SRLQWZDUG WR UHDGLQJ W)UHQFK %ULWLVK 5LYDOU\
VFKRRO \HDU , KD'QRYHO :H KDYH DO\JUDGH V ZLOO EH ORRNLQ.
ZRQGHUIXO \HDU VF XS RXU JUDPPDU XQL (DUO\ 6RFLHWLHV RI.0OHVRSR
FDQ W ZDLW WR VHIQRZ EH WDNLQJ D ORPLD (J\SW DQG WKH.,QGXV 9
VHFRQG KDOI KDV L ZULWLQJ SURFHVV W OH\ :H DUH DOVR FXUUHQW
XV 7KH PRQWK RI 'GLIITHUHQW IRUPV Rl ZRUNLQJ RQ D KHDOWK SURN
D YHU\ EXV\ PRQWK PDWK WKH JUDGH ZKLFK HDFK VWXGHQW ZLOO
256 )JHEUXDU\ WK DUH ILQLVKLQJ XS ZFWR WHDFK D GLIIHUHQW KHD
DZD\ WR :LQQLSHJ | GHFLPDOV DQG ZLOO WRSLF WR WKH FODVY ,Q S
+HDOWK\ 6FKRRO &FRQ WR IUDFWLRQV PZH DUH ILQLVKLQJ XS, ZLWK
JHEUXDU\ WK ZH KCEHUV SHUFHQW DQG FURVV FRXQWU\ VNL YHW DQ
(FR 9DQ IURP 2DN + VWXGHQWY KDYH )HEUXDU\ UG ZH ZLOO EH JR
ODUVK FRPLQJ WR WLQJ RQ ORQJ GLYLVL RQ DQ DIWHUQRRQ WULS WR
DQG )HEUXDU\ WK OHP VROYLQJ DQG ZIKRW GRJV DQG WRERJJDQ
WDNLQJ WKH VW>WLQXH ZLWK DQ LQW ZLOO EH VWDUWLQJ EDVNHW
9DOOH\ LQ OLQQHGFGHFLPDOV DQG IUDF'WKH QHDU IXWXUH +DYH D
GD\ :H DOVR KDYFKDYH ILQLVKHG RXU PRQWK DQG UHPHPEHU WR
QRRQ VNDWLQJ GD\ HOHFWULFLW\ DQG Z HPDLO RU FDOO LI \RX HYHU
256 %RQVSLHO RQ ) JRLQJ WR ORRN DW FDQ\ TXHVWLRQV RU FRQFHUC
WK ,Q/ $ ZH DUH 6RFLDO 6WXGLHV XQ 4,
XS RXU QRYHO VWX VWXGHQWYV ZLOO EH
DQQH &ROLQV 7KH (DUO\ (XURSHDQ ([SC
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Teach your child
that failure leads
to future success

Your child brings

home a test with a

disappointing grade

TESTING | and wants to throw it

TIPS away. What should you

say? “Everyone makes mistakes, but
not everyone learns from them.”

Help her review the test, learn
from mistakes and raise her odds of
future success! Common student
mistakes include:

e Careless errors. Sometimes
students record wrong answers
accidentally. (“Oops! I meant
to circle A, not B!”) Other times
they misread something, skip
a question or simply have poor
handwriting.

e Lack of preparation. Paying
attention in class is necessary.
But kids also need to do home-
work, read textbooks, memorize
facts and ask questions when
they're confused.

* e Preoccupation. Perhaps your

) child was sick on test day,

didn’t get enough rest, skipped

breakfast or was worried about

something.

. Help your child find solutions for

* any problems that occurred. Could

. she read tests more carefully next

* time? Study with flash cards? Go to

. bed on time?

Also focus on what she did well!

. She probably answered many ques-

* tions correctly. As you read the test

! together, help her understand what

she did wrong and encourage her to

fix her mistakes.

Build your child’s enthusiasm
about school and learning

A child’s experiences at
school affect his attitude
about learning, and so
MOTIVATING | do his experiences at
YOURCHILD ) 1 ome. To build your

child’s enthusiasm about education:
* Be arole model. If you're posi-

tive about school, your child

is more likely to feel the same
way. In addition to saying good
things about school, attend
parent-teacher conferences,
parent-teacher organization
meetings and other school
events. Supervise homework
time and show interest in your
child’s school day.

Compliment success. When
your child works hard, be sure to
speak up! This helps him make a
connection between effort and
feeling good.

Link lessons to real life. Show
that what your child learns at
school can help him in real life.
Math skills may help him spend
money wisely or understand
sports statistics. A vocabulary
word may show up in a favorite
movie or book.



child to have a
growth mindset

Every child will
face challenges.
And parents can

READYTO | help shape how

LEARN their kids respond
to those challenges that life
presents. One of the best ways
is by helping children develop
what researchers call a growth
mindset.

A growth mindset affects
how kids think about prob-
lems. Suppose your child is
having trouble finding the
answer to a math problem.

Some kids will throw up
their hands. “I'm not good at
math,” they'll say as they quit
trying. But other kids will take
another view. “This is a chal-
lenge and I love a challenge.”

Kids in the second group
have a growth mindset. They
believe that even if they can't
do something now, they will
be able to learn it in the future.
They're more likely to stick
with the problem—and solve it.

So praise your child’s effort.
“That project was challenging,
but you stuck with it!”

Source: M. Krakovsky, “The Effort Effect,” Stanford
Magazine, www stanfordalumni.org/news/
magazine/2007 /marapr/features/dweck.html.

| Encourage your |

Are you teaching
your child how
to prioritize?

L-J Prioritizing is a tall order

for many children. What

M is the main thing they :

PARENT | need to do? How can they
L focus on that?

Are you helping your child learn
how to prioritize? Answer yes or no to
the questions below to find out:
___1. Do you encourage your
child to write down assignments
every day—from tomorrow’s math
homework to next month’s science
project?

___ 2. Have you explained that your
child’s top priority should be any-
thing that is due tomorrow?
___3.Do you help your child decide
what to do first if several things are
due at the same time?
___4. Do you encourage your child
to complete a small part of a long-
term project each day?
___5.Do you enforce rules about
what has to be done before he can
watch TV or play video games?

How well are you doing?
Each yes means you are helping your
child prioritize. For each no answer,
try that idea in the quiz.
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